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TheTragedie of King Lear. 


Vo'j know the g ocdnefle I intend vpon you : 
Tell me but truly ,bin ti en fpcakethe truth, 
Do you not louc my Sifter ? 

Haft. Inhopour'd Loue. 

Reg. B n haue you neuer found my Brothers way, 
To the fore-fended place? 

Baft. No by mine honour,Madam. 

l\eg. 1 neuer fhall endure her,deere my Lord 
B : n ot familiar with her. 

*B*ft. teare not,(he and the Duke her husband . 

Tntzr with Drum and Colours ^Albany \GoneriU % Soldiers '. 

Alb. Oar very louing Sifter,wcll be~met : 
Sir > this 1 heard,the King is come to his Daughter 
With others,whom the rigour of our State 
Forc'd to cry out. 

Regan. Why is this reafond ? 

Cone. Co.nbine^together 'gainft the Enemie i 
For thefe domcfticke and particular broiles, 
Are not the quefticn hecrc. 

Alb Lev's then determine with th'ancient of warre 
On our proceeding. 

T^jr. Siller you'le go with vs? 

Gon. No. 

Itgg. *T\s moft conucnient,pray go with vs* 
Gon. Oh ho,I know the Riddle J will goe. 

Exeunt both ike Armies. 

Enter "Edgar. 

Idg.lt ere your Grace had fpcech with man fo poore, 
Hearc me one word. 

Alb. lleouertakeyou,fpeake. 

tdg. Before you fight the Battaile ? ope this Letter: 
Ifyou haue vi<5tory,let the Trumpet found 
For him that brought iuwretrche d though Ifceme, 
I can produce a Champion,that will proue 
What is auouched there. If you mifcarry, 
Your bufineffe af the world hath fo an end, 
And machination ceafes. Fortune loues you, 

*A { b. Stay till I haue read the Letter. 

Edg. I-was forbid it : 
When time {hall feruc,let but jhe Herald cry, 
And lie appeare againe. Exit, 

Alb. Why farethee well,I will o're-Iookc thy paper. 

Enter Edmund. 

Baft. The Enemy's i n view,draw vp your powers, 
Hcese is the gueffe of their true ftrength and Forces, 
By dilhgent ditfcouerie^but your haft 
Isno.wvrg'donyou. 

Alb, W e will greet the time. Exit. 

'Baft. To both thefe Sifters haue I fworne my louc; 
Eachiealous of the other,as the ftung 
Are of the Adder. Which of them fhall I take ? 
Both ? One f Or neither ^Neither can be enioy'd 
If both remaine aliue : To take the Widdow, 
Ex ifperates, makes mad her Sifter GonerM, 
And hardly (lid! I carry out my fide, 
Her husband being aliue. Now thcn,wee'l vfe 
His countenance for the Battaile,which being done, 
Let her who would be rid of him,deuifc 
His fpcedy taking off. As for the mercic 
Which he intends to Lear and to Cordelia, 
The Battaile done,and.thcy within our power, 


\ Shall neuer fee his pardon : for my ftate 
Stands on me to dcfend,not to debate. 


Scena Secunda. 


Alarum within. Enter with Drumme and Colours J 
Cordelta, and Souldters^ouer the Stage, and fxcHnt* 

Enter Edgar ^and Glofter. 

Edg. HeereFather,takethefliadowofthi s T f 
For your good hoaft : pray that the right may 
Ifeuer I leturncto you againe, 
lie bring you comfort. 

Glo. Grace go with you Sir, 

Alarum and Retreat mh M 
Enter Edgar. 
Egdar. Away old man,giue me thy hand, 3 way • 
King Lear hath loft.he and his Daughter tane ' 
Giuc me thy hand : Come on. 

Glo. No further Sir,aman may roteuenhcere, 
Edg. What in ill thoughts againe £ 
Men muft endure 

Their going bcncc,eucn as their comming hither 
Ripcnc(Tc is all come on. 
Glo* And that's true too. 


Sxtt 


Scena Tenia. 


Enter in conqueft with Brum and Colours ,Edmimi.Lur y 
andCordelia^asprtfoners^Souldisrs^Captaine. 

Baft. Some Officers take them away: good guard, 
Vncill their greater pleafurcs firft be knowne 
That are to cenfurc them. 

Cor. We arc not the firft, 
Who with beft meaning haue incurr'd the worfi : 
For thee oppreffed King I am caft downe, 
My felfe could elfe out-frowne falfe Fortunes frowne. 
Shall we not fee thefe Daughters,and thefe Sifters r 
Lear. No,no a no,no : come let's away to prilon, 
We two alone will fing l.ke Birds i'th'Cage: 
When thou doft aske me blcfTing^lle kneelc dovvnc 
And aske of thee ^orgiuenelTe : So vvce'! liue, 
And pr3y 3 and fing t and tell old tales^and laugh 
At gilded Butterflies : and heere (poore Rogues) 
Talkc of Court ncwes,and wee'l ta Ike with them too. 
Who loofcs,and who wins; who's in, who's out; 
And take vpon's the myftery of things, 
A* if we were Gods fpies : And wee'l weareout 
In a wall'd prifon^packs and fefts of great ones, 
That ebbe and flow by th'Moonc* 

Baft. Take them away. 

Lear. Vpon fuch facrificcs my Cordelia, 
The Gods ihemfcliies throw Inccnfe. 
Haue I caught thee? 

He that parrs vs , fhall bring a Brand from Heauen, 
And fire vs hence,hke Foxes: vvipe thine eye$> 
The good y earcs fhall dcuourc them,flefb and fell, 
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Exit. 


^hcy (hall make vsweepc? 
vVcrle fee em ftaru'd firft : come. 

'Baft. Come hither Captaine,heatkc. 
Take thou this note,go follow them to pnfon, 
* ft e p 1 haue aduane'd thcc,if thou do' ft 
4 SC hisinftruasthee,thou doft make thy way 
r 0 Noble Fortunes : know thou this,thatmcn 

' 3S the time is; to be tender minded 
no^not become a Sword,tby great imployment 
Vv'iU not beare queftiomeither fay thou'lt do't, 
Q r thriueby other mcanes. 
Caft. Iledo'cmy Lord. 

g M ft. About it 3 and write happy ,whcn th'hatt done, 
Clarke I fay inftantly,and carry it fo 
As l haue fecit downe. Exit Captaine. 

Fiourifh. Enter Albany ,G oner ill jRegm.Soldiers. 

Alb. Sir,you haue ftrew'd to day your valiant ftrainc 
£nd Fortune led you well : you haue the Captiucs 
VVho were the oppofitcs of this day es ftrifc: 
i do require them of you fo to vfe them, 

we fhall find their merites,and our fafety 
May equally determine. 

Baft. Sir 5 l thought it fit, 
To fend the old and mifcrable King to feme retention, 
Whofe age had Charmes in it,whofc Title more, 
To plucke the common bofome on his fide, 
And turnc our impreftLannccs in our cics 
Which do command them, With him I feat the Queen: 
My rcafon all the f3me,and they arc ready 
To morro w,or at further fpace^'appeare 
Where you fhall hold your Seffion. 

Alb. Sir,by your patience, 
I hold you but a fubieft of this Warre, 
Not as a Brother. 

Reg. That's as we lift to grace him,, 
Methinkcs our pleafure migh^ haue bin demanded 
Ere you had fpoke fo farrc. He led our Powers, 
Borcthc Commiflion ofmy place and perfon, 
The which immediacie may well ftand vp, 
And call it felfe your Brother. 

(yon. Not fo hot: 
In his owne grace he doth exalt himfclfe, 
More then in your addition. 

Reg. In my rights, 
By me inwefted,hc compeeres the beft. 
Alb. That were the moft, if he fhould husband you, 
Reg. letters do oft proue Prophets. 
Gon. HoIa ? hoi3, 
That eye that told you fo,look'd but a fquint. 

Reg*. Lady I am not well,elfe I ftiould anfwere 
From a full flowing ftomack. Generall, 
Take thou my SouIdicrs ; prifoncrs,patnmony, 
Difpofeof them, of me,chc walls is thine: 
Witncfle the worldjthat I create thee hecrc 
MyLord,andMaftcr. 
Gon. Meaneyoutoentoy him? 
Alb. The let alone lies not in your good will. 
Baft. Nor in thine Lord. 
Alb. Halfe-bloodedfelloW,yes, 
Reg. Let the D rum ftrike^and proue my title thine*. 
Alb. Stay yet,hcare rcafon 1 Edmund^ arreft thee 
On capital! Treafon; and in thy arreft, 
This guildcd Serpent : foryour claime faire Sifters, 
I bare it in the intereft ofmy wife, 


'Tis fi^e is fub-contraficd to this Lord, 
And I her husband contradift your Banc?* 
Ifyou will marry.make your loues to me, 
My Lady is befpoke. 
Gon. Anentcrlude. 
Alb. Thou art armed GUfter, 
Let the Trmpet found :,.;, 
If none appeare to proue vpon thy perfon, 
Thyheynous,manifcft, and many Treafons, 
There is my pledge : He ma ke it on thy hear? 
Ere I tafte bread,thou arc in nothing leffe 
Then I haue heere proclaim'd thee. 
Reg. Sickc 5 0 ficke. 
Gon. If not, He nere truft medicine. 
*Baft. There's my exchange,what in the world hes 
That names me Traitor, villain-like he lies, 
Call by the Trumpet: he that dares approach; 
On him,on you,who not, J will maintaine 
My truth and honor firmeiy. 

Enter a Herald. 

Alb. AHerald,ho. 
Truft to thy fmgle vertue/or thy Souldifr? 
All leuied in my name^iaue in my name 
Tooke their difcharge. 

Regan. My ficknefle growesvpon me. 

Alb. She is not well ,conuey her to my Tent. 
Come hither Heraldjet the Trumper found, 
And read out this. A Tumfet founds. 

Herald read*. 

IF any man of qualitie or degree .within the lifts of 'the Ar- 
my ;w ili maintaine vpon Edmund, ftifpofed Earle ofGlofter, 
that he is a manifold Traitor, let htm appeare by the third 
found of the Trumpet : hen bold in his defence, i Trumpet' 
Her. Agjftoe. * Trumpet. 

Her. Againc. 3 Tmmfct, 

7 rumpet anfvers within. 

Enter Edgar armed. 

Alb. Aske him his purpofes,why heappeares 
Vpon this Call o'th'Trutnpet. 

Her. What are you? 
Your name,your quality,and why you anfwer 
Thisprefent Summons? 

£dg. Know my name is loft 
By Treafons tooth : bare- gna wne.and Canker-bit, 
Yet am I Noble as the Adaerfary 
I come to cope. 

Mb. Which is that Aducrfary? 

Ed%. What's he that fpcakes for EdmundEailc of Glo- 

'Baft, Himfclfe,what faift thou to him i (fter ? 

Edg. Draw thy Sword, 
That if my fpcech offend a Noble heart, 
Thy arme raay be • lulVjce/becre is mine : 
Behold ic is mf priuikjcic, 
The priu?I'.oj;c: r-r 1 nine Honours, 
My oathj^nd my profeflSpn. I proteft, 
Maugrc thy ftreng- r \. if cc ^'outhjand eminence, 
Defpife thy vidor-Svvord .nd fire new Fortune, 
Thy valor,and thy bt&®i\ » ou art 3 Traitor : 
Falfe to thy Gods,thy Bfother 5 and thy Father* 
Confpsrant 'gainit this high iiiuftirous Prince, 
And from th'extremeft vpward of thy head, 
1 To the difcent and dull below thyfoote," 

ffi 


